
 
EXHIBIT E 

PURPOSE AND CHARACTER STATEMENTS 
FRAMEWORK FOR PLANNING - PART I OF THE LAND USE ELEMENT 

 
Agriculture Propose Statement: 
a.  To recognize and retain commercial agriculture as a desirable land use and as a 

major segment of the county's economic base. 

b.  To designate areas where agriculture is the primary land use with all other uses 
being secondary, in direct support of agriculture. 

c. To designate areas where a combination of soil types, topography, water supply, 
existing parcel sizes and good management practices will result in the protection 
of agricultural land for agricultural uses, including the production of food and 
fiber. 

d.  To designate areas where rural residential uses that are not related to agriculture 
would find agricultural activities a nuisance, or be incompatible. 

e.  To protect the agricultural basis of the county economy and encourage the open 
space values of agriculture to continue agricultural uses, including the production 
of food and fiber. 

f. To recognize that agricultural activities on a small scale can supplement income 
from other sources, particularly where older subdivisions have resulted in parcels 
smaller than would currently qualify for new subdivisions within the parcel size 
range for the Agriculture category. 

g.  Support conversion of agricultural lands to other uses only when such conversion 
would be appropriate or because the continuing agricultural productivity of a 
specific site is infeasible, considering the factors in purpose statement c, above. 

h.  To give high priority to the protection of commercial prime and nonprime 
agricultural soils where the commercial viability, siting (whether inside or outside 
urban reserve lines), and natural resources allow for agricultural uses, including 
the production of food and fiber. 

 
Agriculture Character Statement: 
a.  Areas of prime agricultural soils, and other productive and potentially productive 

lands located inside and outside of urban and village reserve lines where land 
use conflicts with other adjacent uses can be mitigated. 

b.  Areas for agricultural processing and its support services. 

c.  Areas where the residential uses allowed are for property owners or employees 
actively engaged in agricultural production on the same property. 

d.  All lands previously designated as agricultural preserve, whether or not under 
contract, according to the adopted agricultural preserve rules of procedure. 

e.  Lands that may be eligible for agricultural preserve if the rules of procedure are 
satisfied. 

f.  Areas where existing land uses are mainly truck crops, specialty crops, row and 
field crops, irrigated crops and pasture, irrigated vineyards and orchards, dry 
farm orchards and vineyards, dry farm and grain, grazing and rangeland. 
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g. Areas where parcel sizes and ownership patterns are sufficiently large to make 
agricultural operations economically viable, given other features such as soil 
types, water supply, and topography and commercial potential through optimum 
management. 

h.  Areas with an existing pattern of smaller parcels that cannot support self-
sustaining agricultural operations, but where physical factors of soil, water supply 
and topography would support agricultural production. 

 
 

PURPOSE AND CHARACTER STATEMENTS 
FRAMEWORK FOR PLANNING - PART I OF THE LAND USE ELEMENT 

 
Residential Rural Purpose Statements: 
a. To provide for residential development at a low density compatible with a rural 

character and life-style which maintains the character of the open countryside and is 
compatible with surrounding agricultural uses. 

b. To allow limited, compatible non-residential uses commensurate with rural parcel 
sizes. 

c. To emphasize residential uses in areas where agriculture is clearly a secondary use, 
d. or where agriculture is not feasible yet large open space areas are maintained as 

part of a residential life-style. 

e. To encourage agricultural and other open space uses as part-time or incidental 
"hobby" activities, such as horse raising or specialty farming. 

 
Residential Rural Character Statements: 
a. Areas of existing small-acreage parcels no more than three miles from urban reserve 

lines that are not commercially viable for agriculture, where the average parcel size 
within any contiguous area is below 19 acres. 

b. Areas that are outside of urban and village areas and connected to them by county-
maintained roads. 

c. Areas with slopes generally less than 30%. 

d. Areas with marginal agricultural soils. 

e. Areas with a rural landscape high in visual quality (for example, woodlands, hills, 
rock formations, existing agriculture and ag accessory buildings) where clustering of 
allowed densities to less sensitive portions of a site is encouraged to be required 
through planning area standards. 

f. Areas generally free of fragile natural resources. 

g. Areas where growth will not be premature with respect to utility and public service 
capacities, or in conflict with agricultural, commercial, or industrial uses. Light 
agricultural uses are to be encouraged. 

h. Areas where horses and other similar farm animals are allowed accessory to 
residential uses. 

i. Areas where public services demands are limited, septic tanks and individual wells   
can suffice for required water and sewer capability. 

ATTACHMENT 5

Page 2 of 2


